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We have t wo new par t icipant s t hat  st ar t ed in Cam eron, Danny Dem ico and Tony Leon. 
Danny previously had worked in Bar ron at  t he Day Developm ent  Cent er  but  has m ade 
t he sw it ch t o Vent ures Unlim it ed. While at  Vent ures he has been very busy and happy 
work ing on Parker  par t s and building a w ind vane in t he wood shop w it h his old f r iend 
Phil. Tony has been at  Vent ures before and just  recent ly graduat ed f rom  Cam eron High 
School. He is look ing forward t o doing a var iet y of  leisure and recreat ional act ivit ies 
and really enjoys bow ling, baseball and basically any ot her  t ype of  spor t s. His m ot her  
repor t s t hat  he has over  100,000 followers on TickTock  as she regular ly post s cool 
videos of  h im  and his fam ily doing fun t h ings. The rest  of  t he crew  has been busy doing 
Parker  assem bly work , m ak ing f lower  pot s w it h spr ing f lowers in t hem , a var iet y of  
recreat ional act ivit ies and cat ching up on som e of  t he paper  shredding dut ies.    In our  
wood work ing shop, we have a big order  of  chairs t hat  we are t rying t o f in ish for  t he 
cit y of  Cam eron. They have purchased 10 chairs for  t heir  out door  sw im m ing pool and 
splash pad area. These chairs w il l  be m ult icolored blue, yellow , orange, green and whit e 
sim ilar  t o t he colors on a beach ball. The t wo m ont h break  t hat  we had put  us quit e a 
bit  behind on t h is project  but  t he group is work ing fast  and ef f icient ly t o t ry t o get  t h is 
order  out .

              Tony w it h Cindie               Danny

Notes from the Director

Wit h saddened hear t s, a decision was m ade in June t o post pone all Vent ures 
Act ivit ies and Tr ips for  2020 for  apparent  healt h and well-being reasons. The one 
except ion being Chanassen Theat er  as t hey have im plem ent ed a no-refund policy 
w it h t he hopes of  being able t o reschedule event s w it h in t he year . Tam m y has 
been work ing hard t o refund all consum ers. Those t hat  rem ain signed up for  t he 
Chanhassen t r ip w il l  be cont act ed about  dat e and showt im e opt ions once m ore 
inform at ion is received by t he t heat er .

~Colleen~

The Parker  enclave group st ar t ed back  t o t heir  regular  schedule on June 2nd and t hey 
have been very busy w it h assem bly and packaging dut ies at  t he Parker  plant  in Chet ek . 
The plant  has m any new safet y ru les and policies t hat  have been put  in place and our  
group m ust  fol low  t hem  just  as any plant  em ployee does or  visit or .  Jef f  cont inues t o be 
t he m ain job coach and is providing t rain ing and guidance t o t he group on som e new 
t asks and sof t  work  sk il ls t hat  are so essent ial in an business.  Great  job t o everyone!!

~Mike~

As we look  back  at  t he f ir st  half  of  2020, we can hardly process how m uch our  
wor ld has changed in such a shor t  t im e.  We t em porar i ly suspended services on 
March 18t h (along w it h t he rest  of  Wisconsin) and slow ly st ar t ed building services 
on May 18t h even t hough m any of  our  suppor t ed em ploym ent  em ployees 
cont inued work ing t hrough it  al l .    While t h ings do not  look  t he sam e, we are 
t rying t o st ay posit ive and work  w it h our  new realit y.  Luck ily, we have been able 
t o m ove som e of  our  services t o a vir t ual plat form  and t hose t hat  have ret urned 
have graciously accept ed our  daily healt h checks, sanit at ion schedule and social 
dist ancing requirem ent s.  None of  us have been t hrough anyt hing l ike t h is in our  
l i fet im e, so I'm  very grat eful t o t he st af f , em ployees, consum ers, and Board of  
Direct or 's for  all t he ext ra hard work  and suppor t  dur ing t he m ost  dif f icult  days.  
Thank-you!!!

Our  generous board m em ber , Barb Muench, donat ed m oney t hat  was m at ched by 
US Bank so we could purchase Chrom ebooks t o begin som e com put er  t rain ing. We 
are beyond excit ed for  t he oppor t unit y!

~Kr ist in~
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Cameron News
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Tim  C. show ing of f  
a prot ot ype of  a 

bat  house he 
helped put  
t oget her .



Hayward News
We are so proud of  our  essent ial workers St an 
and Ryan bot h work ing hard at  Market place, 
and Whit ney at  Marsh&McLennan as well as 

Snap Fit ness.

Shell Lake ret urns t o work  m ak ing Parker  par t s by bot h hand and press assem bly. 
Paper  is also get t ing prepped for  shredding. We are anxious t o get  our  f ir st  l i t erat ure 
order  f rom  Nexen since ret urning back  t o work .

Congrat ulat ions t o Floyd Flem ing who ret ired 
f rom  LCO Count ry St ore af t er  near ly 20 years of  

em ploym ent . A special t hank  you t o Vent ures job 
developer  Tysa, for  placing him  so m any years 

ago.
Thank you Floyd & LCO for  your  hard work  and 

suppor t .

Rob is essent ial! 

He provides services 
at  Vict ory Lane in 
Minong, w it h all 

safet y and 
precaut ions in 

place!



Shell Lake News

Shell Lake ret urns t o work  m ak ing Parker  par t s by bot h hand and press assem bly. 
Paper  is also get t ing prepped for  shredding. We are anxious t o get  our  f ir st  l i t erat ure 
order  f rom  Nexen since ret urning back  t o work .

At  lef t : Li la, Chr is, Jason, 
St even, Trevor  and 

Thom as relax on t he new 
pat io donat ed by 

Thom pson Masonry. At  
r ight  is a pict ure of  t he 
slab being poured t h is 

Spr ing. Thank you St eve 
Thom pson!

Our  Day Services program  had fun doing som e plant ing in Shell Lake when 
t hey ret urned!! Great  job! Pict ured lef t  t o r ight ; Li la S., Jason B., Chr is T.



More News
Before Covid-19 Since Covid-19



Since Apr i l , Vent ures has been providing vir t ual services t o consum ers using social 
plat form s such as Facebook and Zoom . It  has been a new and excit ing way t o 
connect  w it h everyone dur ing t he COVID-19 "Safer  at  Hom e"  order  by Wisconsin 
Governor , Tony Evers.  We plan t o cont inue and expand t h is new and innovat ive 
service. 

Dur ing t he height  of  t he st ay at  hom e order , m any of  our  consum ers connect ed 
w it h st af f  using t he vir t ual services. Classes included a cook ing class, 
pre-vocat ional job developm ent ,  hobby/ar t  classes, healt h and wellness, essent ial 
job sk il ls t rain ing and Sk il ls t o Pay t he Bil ls. A few  t im es a week,  a m ore social 
int eract ion w it h t r ivia, cur rent  event s, or  a st ory by Carolyn of  Cam eron were 
of fered. Classes were t aught  and m oderat ed by all t hree program  direct ors, job 
developers, st af f  m em bers, and Kr ist in Frane, Direct or  of  Vent ures Unlim it ed.

Renee E. and Vict or ia M. f rom  Shell Lake were asked what  t hey l iked m ost  about  
t he vir t ual classes. Vict or ia st at ed t hat  being able t o,  "see ot hers and connect "  
w it h t he Zoom  conferencing plat form  was her  favor it e t h ing about  t he classes. 
Renee agreed t hat  connect ing on Zoom  was her  favor it e, but  t hat  she, "  really 
l iked t he exercise class on Wellness Wednesday" . Neit her  Renee nor  Vict or ia had 
anyt hing t hey disl iked about  t he vir t ual program m ing and Renee went  on t o say 
t hat  she hopes Vent ures cont inues w it h t he classes everyday as well as dur ing 
holiday breaks!

Vent ures w il l  cont inue t o use t h is learning exper ience as a st epping st one t o of fer  
fut ure oppor t unit ies in vir t ual services for  cur rent  and new consum ers.  The 
services are a m et hod of  fost er ing social connect ions dur ing a t im e of  isolat ion. As 
well,  vir t ual of fer ings prom ot e service cont inuit y in l ieu of  in-person int eract ions 
t hat  is open for  vent ures st af f  and consum ers t o have real-t im e discussion w it h 
t wo-way quest ion and answer  t im e allowed by t he vir t ual plat form s.

~Colleen~

Highlights



Mission Statement

Providing innovative services for individuals with 
disabilities so they may lead meaningful lives.

PO Box 623
Shell Lake, WI 54871

Phone: 715.468.2939
Fax: 715.468.4478

Ventures Unlimited Board of Directors
Dan Ringwelski
Vern Lokken

Wayne Kupsch
Phil Soltis

Barb Muench
Robert Washkuhn

We're on the WEB

 venturesunlimited.org      

 Indianhead Community Act ion Agency Food Pant r y  at  Shel l  Lake  Ventur es.

Open on Fr iday and Satur day's 

9:00 -Noon. 

Contact  infor mat ion:tammy.magdzas@indianheadcaa.or g

715 -415-0384
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